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STATUS OF BILATERAL OR PLURILATERAL MEETINGS ON TROPICAL PRODUCTS 

Note by the Secretariat 

1. At its last meeting on 30 June-1 July 1976, the Group "Tropical Products" reviewed 
the status of the bilateral and plurilateral negotiations that had taken place on the 
initial offers in accordance with paragraph 12 of the Chairman's summing-up and the 
record of decisions of the February 1976 meeting of the Group. Among other things, 
several delegations confirmed that the offer-lists presented by them were of an 
initial character and their governments were willing to consider improvements in th.è 
light of the bilateral or plurilateral negotiations which were taking place and of : 
the discussions in the Group. Some delegations indicated that they were awaiting 
additional information from requesting countries which would permit them to consider 
further improvements in their offers. It was noted that the process of consultations 
or negotiations on the basis of the offer-lists was still incomplete and the Group 
agreed that a serious effort should be made to accelerate this process. 

2. The Group also decided that at its next meeting in October 1976 it would review 
the progress of the bilateral or plurilateral negotiations to be held in the mean
time. To facilitate this task, the present note attempts to indicate in general 
terms, developments with respect to these negotiations on the basis of Information 
available to the secretariat from informal contacts with delegations. It is to be 
expected that delegations, during the next meeting of the Group, may be In a position 
to provide additional information on the meetings in which they have participated. 

3. The table below summarizes the position as at 5 October 1976 in terms of meetings 
on tropical products between offer-making and requesting participants since the 
initial offers were tabled. It shows the number of requesting countries which have 
met with each offer-making participant. 
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Offer-making 
participant 

Australia 

Austria 

Canada 

EEC 

Japan 

New Zealand 

NORDICS 

- Finland 

- Norway 

- Sweden 

Switzerland 

United States 

Number of 
countries 
having 
submitted 
requests 

32 

29 

39 

29 

41 

30 

29 

31 

3U 
37 

a 

Number of requesting countries 
having met with the offering 
participant since the tabling of 
initial offers as of 5 October 

18 

12 

17 

21 

23 

7 

. 

10 

10 

11 

15 

37 

There appear to have been a number of occasions where exchanges of view, clarifi
cations etc. have been carried out by correspondence. It would also appear that 
some fifteen developing participating countries have largely completed a first-
round of meetings with countries to which they submitted requests and a number of 
other developing country participants expect to be in this situation by the time 
of the meeting of the Group. In certain cases more than one meeting has been held 

., between particular offer-making and requesting countries. 

4. In addition to some regional groupings meeting as a group with certain 
developed country participants, one plurilateral meeting has taken place on a 
particular product. In the light of the apparent Importance placed by some 
delegations on plurilateral negotiations with respect to selected products or 
groups of products at the last meeting of the Group, it has been suggested that 
further such meetings may be sought in the forthcoming weeks. 

5. It is understood that at a number of the meetings that have taken place 
between requesting and offering countries since the last meeting of the Group, the 
discussions have been directed towards clarifying and discussing the background to 
the offers and related matters and in certain cases, possibilities for improvements 
to the initial offers have been taken up. 


